
A Resolution on Climate Change 1 
(Resolution of Witness) 2 

Resolution 3 
 4 
WHEREAS, the impact of global warming, as currently predicted and understood by leading 5 
scientists and scientific bodies around the world in reports of the UN’s Intergovernmental Panel 6 
on Climate Change, as well as in reports of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration 7 
and the National Academy of Sciences, will dramatically and negatively alter God’s gracious gift 8 
of creation; 9 
 10 
WHEREAS, the effects of global warming are already clearly evidenced in the melting of 11 
glaciers and shrinking of the polar caps, threatening the polar bear with extinction and the Native 12 
Peoples of the Artic with loss of food resources, land, ancient traditions and ways of being in the 13 
world; 14 
 15 
WHEREAS, experts speak with a profound sense of urgency and clearly state that the window 16 
of opportunity to avoid catastrophic climate change is rapidly diminishing; 17 
 18 
WHEREAS, the predicted impact of global warming will have a disproportionate impact on 19 
those living in poverty, least developed countries, the elderly and children and those least 20 
responsible for the emissions of greenhouse gases; 21 
 22 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Twenty-sixth General Synod of the United Church 23 
of Christ admits Christian complicity in the damage human beings have caused to the earth’s 24 
climate system and other planetary life systems, and urges recommitment to the Christian 25 
vocation of responsible stewardship of God’s creation, and expresses profound concern for the 26 
pending environmental, economic, and social tragedies threatened by global warming, to 27 
creation, human communities and traditional sacred spaces; 28 
 29 
WE FURTHER RESOLVE that the Twenty-sixth General Synod of the United Church of 30 
Christ urges the United States Government to respond to global warming with great urgency and 31 
firm leadership by supporting mandatory measures that reduce the absolute amount of green 32 
house gas emissions, and in particular emissions of carbon dioxide, to levels recommended by 33 
nationally and internationally recognized and respected scientific bodies; 34 
 35 
WE FURTHER RESOLVE that the Twenty-sixth Synod of the United Church of Christ urges 36 
state and local governments to support and invest in energy conservation and, specifically, in 37 
sustainable, renewable and affordable systems of transportation, and calls on business and 38 
industry to lead in responses to global warming through increased investments in efficient and 39 
sustainable energy technologies that are economically accessible and just;   40 

 41 
WE FURTHER RESOLVE that the Twenty-sixth General Synod of the United Church of 42 
Christ urges all segments of the Church to address global warming in their decisions and 43 
investments and in their educational and advocacy efforts; 44 
 45 
TO THAT END, the Twenty-sixth General Synod of the United Church of Christ calls on the 46 
Covenanted Ministries of the United Church of Christ, specifically Wider Church Ministries and 47 
Justice and Witness Ministries, to address the severe nature of this global warming crisis as one 48 
of the most urgent threats to humankind and, indeed, all of God’s precious planet earth and that 49 
Local Church Ministries develop materials to help churches “green” their buildings. 50 
 51 



FUNDING 52 
 53 
Funding for the implementation of this resolution will be made in accordance with the overall 54 
mandates of the affected agencies and the funds available. 55 
 56 
IMPLEMENTATION 57 
 58 
 Justice and Witness Ministries and Wider Church Ministries are requested to be the primary 59 
implementer of this resolution. 60 


