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Experiencing Beauty

Exploration: Future and Vision

About this Age Group

Young children enjoy the present, finding beauty in their minute-by-minute exploration of God’s world. Talk of future and
vision may sound very far away to this young group. Yet creating opportunities to experience tangible beauty right now
creates expectancy and grateful awareness for the future, especially when expressed in prayer, praise, and worship with
the entire community of faith.

About this Exploration

As we engage with God, we grow in our capacity to understand God’s work. Yet the beauty of God’s handiwork is all
around us in creation if we open ourselves to experience it. We often move from the traditional understanding of what it
means for someone or something to be beautiful to a deeper awareness of the Divine in all that has been created. In Future
and Vision, we explore the beauty of the cosmos, the earth beneath our feet, and the sea below. As we marvel at God’s handi-
work in worship, we dare to imagine the wonders of God’s realm, both now and in the future.
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BIBLE FOCUS PASSAGES:
Job 38:1-11
Revelation 21:2-5

Leader Preparation

Take a moment to think about the last
time you wrote an old-fashioned per-
sonal letter. Reflect on how e-mail, tex-
ting, phone conversation, and personal
letters express different voices or dif-
ferent parts of the self. Thank God for
the beautiful and diverse expressions
of each aspect of creation, including
yourself.

Prayer: God, you speak to me in many dif-
ferent ways: through nature, through peo-
ple, through all my senses of sight, sound,
taste, touch, and smell. Please heighten my
awareness of your presence in all things,
especially the children in my group. Amen.

Session Development

For each session leaders may choose
from nine activities that help learners
engage the practice of faith. It is best
to select at least one activity from “Ex-
ploring and Engaging,” at least one
from “Discerning and Deciding,” and
at least one from “Sending and Serv-
ing.” The first activity in each category
is designed for “easy preparation” (able
to be done with minimal preparation
with supplies normally found at the
church). Using all nine activities could
take 90-120 minutes.

Exploring & Engaging Activities

&5, O Native American Blessing of Beauty (Easy Prepara-
‘@ tion)

Leader preparation: Read the words of this American Indian blessing, which
helps us to sharpen our awareness of nature. Ask God for the eyes to see nature’s
beauty.

Supplies: None

Gather your group and ask them what special time they are looking forward to
that will happen soon. Some answers may include a holiday or birthday, having
visitors, visiting grandparents, swimming in the lake, baking cookies with a par-
ent, playing soccer, end of school, or beginning of school. Explain that we look
forward to experiences that will happen in the future. There are other directions
that help us see God’s beautiful world. Invite the learners to stand. Point to “in
front of.” Now point above the head, to the ground, to each side, and then behind,
asking the learners for words for each direction. Some responses will be: behind,
to one side or the other side, above, below, sky, earth.

Sit down, and explain how Native Americans share a blessing about the direc-
tions that reminds us to experience the beauty of God’s creation all around us.
Tell the children that as we say the blessing together, we share the beauty in
words. Invite the children to stand, and lead them in the blessing:

Bring beauty before me as I wander (take a big step forward).

Bring beauty behind me as I wander (turn around and face backward)
With beauty above (arms raised high), and beauty below (arms circle to
point to the ground),

Let my eyes (hold both hands over the eyes as a shade as you turn again
to face the front) see only beauty from this day on.

Pray: God, you are here with us now. You go with us into each new day. Thank you, God,

for always caring for us. Amen.

o ® Where Were You? (Easy Preparation)

s Leader preparation: Look over the attachment and practice the motions.

Supplies:
e Bible

* “Where Were You?” Attachment: Activity 2

Show the children where Job is in the Bible. Using Attachment: Activity 2 as your
guide, explore the story of Job. It is difficult for young children to understand that
all questions do not have answers. This story reflects on the bigness of God and
points out that God’s love fills all spaces, even the empty ones where an answer
is not available.
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¢ To plan a session of 30—45
minutes, choose three activities,
using one activity from each
category.

¢ To plan a session of 45-60
minutes, choose four or five
activities, using at least one
activity from each category.

@ ® Deep and Wide

Leader preparation: The book of Revelation describes water as “living.”
Young children learn to appreciate the use of this phrase by exploring emotion-
ally charged words that describe water. The YouTube video will help to familiar-
ize you with this well-known camp song, which compares the water of a fountain
with God. The song can be shared with the worship community or with another
group of children.

Supplies:
* song: “Deep and Wide,”

¢ artwork: “Navaro Rapids” by Ando Hiroshige,

e (optional) small water fountain, such as a meditation fountain
e (optional) computer with Internet access and projection capability

Show your learners the artwork “Navaro Rapids” by Ando Hiroshige. Encourage
the learners to use words of emotion to describe what they see. Ask, How does the
water seem? Is it happy, calm, angry, restless, quiet, or sad? Talk about all the places
you have seen or experienced water. Continue to connect feelings with the expe-
rience.

Describe a fountain of water. If available, demonstrate with a small water foun-
tain. Or, if there is a place of continually flowing water in your church, take the
children there. Ask, How does water feel? What does it taste like? How is water like
God’s love? Do you think water is beautiful like God’s love?

Teach the song “Deep and Wide,” using the following directions. As you intro-
duce each direction, connect the learners with the beauty of God'’s love as ex-
pressed through water in the artwork and in the song.

Deep and wide.
Deep and wide.
There’s a fountain flowing deep and wide.
Deep and wide.
Deep and wide.
There’s a fountain flowing deep and wide.

Motions:

* Deep: hold hands together in front of you and move one hand up and one
hand down

¢ Wide: hold hands together in front of you and then move the hands apart
sideways

e Fountain: bend over and place your palms together in front of your body;
as the word “fountain” is sung, spring up with the hands together and
arms over your head like a fountain shooting up

Repeat this song three times, getting a little bit faster each time. Repeat the song,
dropping off singing one word for each repeat. For the first repeat close your lips
and hum instead of singing “deep.” Continue to make the motions. For the sec-
ond repeat, hum for “deep” and “wide,” while continuing to make the motions.
By the last repeat you will only be singing the connecting words, not any of the
nouns, for which you will only be making motions and humming.

51



Experiencing Beauty @

Discerning & Deciding Activities

&%, O The Beautiful Kin-dom (Easy Preparation)

&Y Leader preparation: The book of Revelation was written at a time when it
was very dangerous to be a follower of Jesus. The emperor wanted people to pray
to him as if he were God. One hundred years after Jesus was executed, a man
named John, the author of Revelation, was sent to a lonely island called Patmos
because he was a Christian. While he was a prisoner, John wrote letters to his
family and Christian friends. John wanted his friends to have hope and to be
brave. John had dreams called visions of how God’s future world would be beau-
tiful and would include everyone. God’s future world would be a place where
everyone was happy and no one would weep from sadness again.

Supplies:
¢ markers and newsprint or whiteboard
® blank paper
* markers and crayons

Ask your learners if they ever have dreams. Encourage each one to share as ev-
eryone else listens. Explain that a man named John who lived on the island of
Patmos also had dreams that he wrote about in letters to other Christians. His
letters were put into a book of the New Testament, and the book is called Revela-
tion. Revelation means “to show.” Demonstrate the word’s meaning by holding
your hands in front of your face and then moving them away. Explain how your
face was revealed when your hands moved. Encourage the learners to hold their
hands in front of their faces and then move them away. Read the background
information provided in the leader preparation section above.

Explain that John revealed his dreams of the future of God’s world in his letters.
Some people call this place in the future heaven (or God’s kin-dom). Ask your
learners to imagine what God’s future world would look like for them. On news-
print or a whiteboard list the words they use. Invite the learners to draw a color-
ful picture to go with one of their descriptive words. You may invite two learners
to work together, or two learners to work on the same word separately. Gather
everyone together to share their visions of God’s kin-dom. After each one shares,
encourage the group to repeat the words, “Thank you, God, for the beautiful vi-
sion of your coming kin-dom.”

‘:’ © Colorful Shapes
a

Leader preparation: Sometimes we are so distracted by specific colors,
smells, and textures that we do not recognize the basic shape of objects. This
activity in crayon rubbing encourages the learner’s awareness of simple shapes.
Before the activity, transfer the shapes from the attachment to tag board or heavy
card stock. Cut out several shapes for your learners to use for their crayon rub-
bing activity.

Supplies:
* “Beauty Shapes,” Attachment: Activity 5

* tag board or heavy card stock

* large pieces of newsprint for arranging the shapes
¢ chunky crayons without paper wrapping

* white paper to lay on top of the shapes
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Arrange the shapes on top of the blank piece of newsprint. Tape white paper over
the arrangement. With the flat end of crayon, rub over the items until shapes ap-
pear. Use several colors for the rubbings.

Point out the way the shapes seem not to be there. When we rub the crayon on
the shapes, they appear. Sometimes the future can seem scary because we don't
know what will happen. However, just like we can see these shapes when we rub
them with crayon, we can know that if we look for God and if we pray, we will
see signs that God is with us.

=
® A New Creation

a¥ Leader preparation: Before the learners arrive, make copies of Attachment:
Activity 6. Cut apart the words from the Bible verse. Place each on a small card.
The quotation from 2 Corinthians 5:17 states, “In Christ you are a new creation.”
If you have a large group, print each word on several cards, creating as many
Bible verse sentences as there are people in the group. Hide the cards in the room.
Be sure the cards are visible yet not obvious.

Supplies:
e index cards
® pen
e “Bible Verse Cards,” Attachment: Activity 6
® tape
® sScissors

Tell the children that you hid words of an important Bible verse in the room. At
the count of three, everyone can look for one of the words printed on a card. If
someone finds a word, that person can step to the front of the room and hold it
up. After all the words have been found, move the words around until they make
the sentence, “In Christ you are a new creation.”

Have the learners repeat the verse several times. Each time you repeat, “In Christ
you are a new creation,” suggest a different approach: quiet voices, whisper voic-
es, or singing voices. You can stand up or sit down to say the verse. You can even
turn around and clap. Perhaps one learner will have an idea of how to repeat the
verse in a creative way!

If time permits, repeat the hunt by choosing two learners to hide the words while
the others step outside the door. After playing this game several times, explain to
your learners that because of Jesus, God’s beautiful plan is to make every day a
new beginning or an opportunity to try again to be the person God calls us to be.
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Sending & Serving Activities

&5, O Lots of Letters (Easy Preparation)
&Y Leader preparation: Think of three places in your meeting space where
you will set the stacks of paper.

Supplies:
* Bible
e 81%” x 11” sheets of blank paper
* crayons
* box or basket to contain the rolls of paper for the game

Show the children where to find the book of Revelation in the Bible. Explain that
the man who wrote this book was named John. John was an early follower of
Jesus. During early times, Christians were punished for following Jesus, so John
was sent to a very lonely island called Patmos. While John was on the lonely
island, he had dreams about the future of God’s “kin-dom.” John shared the
dreams in letters, which he sent to his family and Christian friends. The letters
became the book called Revelation, because they showed a hope-filled vision for
a beautiful future.

Now explain the game. The children will pretend to be John of Patmos. Divide
the children into teams. Each person will go to one of the three stations and color
or print his or her name (depending on individual capabilities) on a piece of pa-
per. Then the player will roll up the paper, run, and drop the roll into the con-
tainer. After players finish with one station, they should return to another. The
end of the game is when each child has dropped three letters in the container.

O Newspaper Prayers

Leader preparation: Intercessory prayer can be easily understood by young
learners. When someone is hurting, a child can ask God for what that person
may need. It could be a doctor, food, money, or any number of solutions. This
practice helps young learners realize that hope is in the future and that asking
God for help means you have noticed the need and that you imagine a solution.
For this activity, choose a photo from the newspaper that tells of a story to which
the children can relate. Be sure not to overwhelm the children with a story that is
graphic or catastrophic in nature.

Supplies:
¢ daily newspaper

One way to be aware of people who need our prayers is to look in our newspaper.
Show the photo you brought. Ask the children to tell a story about the person
(or people) in the photo. Ask, What do you think might have happened to this person?
What do you think this person might need? How can we pray for this people to give him
or her hope for the future? Help your learners name specific ways that the people in
the photo need help. Then lead the group in a prayer that asks for the help.

Pray: God, please help these people. They need . . . (learners may mention needs). We
know you love all people. Bring each one your peace. Amen.

Ask your group members if they have any prayer requests for their families,
friends, or self. Explain that praying out loud helps, but praying in your own
mind also helps. Sometimes just saying the name of someone you are praying
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Reflect

How have your learners inspired your
hope for the future of the faith commu-
nity? Have their words inspired you?
Have their actions? Consider Jesus’
words, “Let the children come to me.”
Can you hold a vision for the world
that includes children at the front of
the line, leading the way to God’s kin-
dom? Thank God for your work with
your young learners, taking time to
name each one.

for, out loud or in your mind, is the best prayer of all. Show this practice by be-
ginning: Gracious Creator, we would like to name people who have come to our attention
today (Allow the children time to name names. If they remain silent, simply sit in
silence for a minute before closing.) Thank you, God, that you know our thoughts and
you hear our loving prayers. Amen.

© Give God a Moment

Leader preparation: In the days before you lead this session, practice stopping in
the middle of an activity to pray, “I will remember God as God remembers me.”
You could set an alarm on your phone or your computer as a reminder

Supplies:
e kitchen timer or watch with alarm

Show the learners the timer. Explain that together you will play “Give God a Mo-
ment.” When the timer sounds, everyone will stop walking and moving (without
touching others) around the room while the entire group will say a prayer to-
gether. The prayer is: “I will remember God as God remembers me.”

Make the game more interesting by whispering one time, clapping and saying
the words, or singing to the melody of “Twinkle Twinkle Little Star.” (I will re-
mem-ber God, as God re-mem-bers me).

After the game ask, How did you feel when you were interrupted by the bell and stopped
to pray to God? Some answers may include, annoyed, okay, silly. Accept all experi-
ences as important.

Conclude with the idea that the beauty of God’s creation for the future depends
upon how we notice God today. Encourage your group to share this faith practice
at home with their families as they make room for God in their busy lives.

Copyright ©2012 The Pilgrim Press. No part of this download may be reproduced or transmitted—
beyond the group using these materials—in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, or
by any information storage or retrieval system, without the written permission from the publisher.
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Attachment: Activity 2

Where Were You?
An Action Story about Job 38:1-11

Job was not happy. He used to be
rich. Now he was poor. When he lost
his money, he asked God, “Why did
you do this to me?”

(Have the listeners hold up their palms,
shrug their shoulders, and repeat,
"God, why did you do this fo me?”)

Job used to have lots of land. Now his
land was gone. As he stared at the
land he no longer owned, he asked
God, "Why did you do this to me?”

(Have the listeners hold up their palms,
shrug their shoulders, and repeat,
"God, why did you do this fo me?”)

Job’s family once included healthy
girls and boys. Now his children had
died. Job asked God, "Why did you
do this to me?”

(Have the listeners hold up their palms,
shrug their shoulders, and repeat,
"God, why did you do this fo me?”)

Job once had a happy home life.
Now his wife was always made at him.
As his wife yelled at him, Job turned to
God and asked, "Why did you do this
tfo me?”

(Have the listeners hold up their palms,
shrug their shoulders, and repeat,
"God, why did you do this fo me?”)

God did not answer Job.

Job was very unhappy. He was angry
that God had no answer.

Job was angry at God.

After listening to Job’s complains,
God spoke. God asked, "Where were
you when | created the world?

(Invite the learners to make a round
shape with their hands for the world.)

Where were you when | created the
oceans?

(Invite learners to make a wave with
one hand.)

Where were you when | created the
forests?

(Invite the learners to reach both arms
up info the sky and sway from side to
side.)

Where were you when | created the
birds of the air?

(Invite learners to flap their arms like
birds.)

Where were you when | created the
sky where the birds fly?

(Invite learners to hold their arms up
to sweep over their heads indicating
the sky.)

What makes you think you can under-
stand a universe that | made when
you are not me?”

When God spoke to Job, Job
changed. He felt different inside. He
felt less unhappy. After all, God must
still love him because God spoke to
him. God’s love was so important to
Job that he thanked God and gave
God praise

(Invite learners to dance and move
around saying, “Praise God!” Then in-
vite them to sit again.)

We can learn from Job that God does
not answer all questions. Sometimes
instead of asking the same question
over and over, we need to stop and
listen. When we listen to God, our an-
ger can turn to thanks and praise.
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Attachment: Activity

Beauty Shapes
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Attachment: Activity 6

Bible Verse Cards

IN CHRIST

YOU ARE

A NEW

CREATION
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